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This letter was the culmination of the tragedy of
waiting that Stresemann had now had to endure for
three long years. " In the course of our constant
meetings/' wrote Marcel Ray," I have had opportuni-
ties of realising that there was, for Stresemann, some-
thing tragic in the inevitable three years' delay between
Thoiry and The Hague, and that he passed those years
in the most agonising doubts as to his physical
endurance and its limits...."

At last he saw the object he so passionately desired
within his reach. With Henderson's support he
succeeded in securing a definite date for evacuation,
On 3oth June, 1931, the hour of Germany's freedom
was to strike. The liquidation of the war was com-
pleted. The martyrdom of delay was at an end. A
fresh page was turned over in the book of history.
' Gustav Stresemann's work was done.

The conference seemed to have come to a dead stop.
The atmosphere of friction between the two former
Allies had grown almost unendurable. It looked as
though the conference would collapse at any moment.
For once the roles seemed to have been transposed.
Stresemann's bitter pessimism contrasted with Briand's
optimistic faith. " Although we are confronted by
serious difficulties," said the latter earnestly, " I refuse
to contemplate the possibility of such a conference as
this ending in failure. On it are concentrated the
hopes of peace for Europe and the world; and we
shall arouse infinite resentment if these hopes are
disappointed."

In spite of everything the result hung fire. Snow-
den declared impatiently that he did not propose to
spend the rest of his life at The Hague; a meeting of